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THIS  SUPPLEMENT BEING T H E  OFFICIAL ORGAN OF T H E  CORPORATION. - 
MISS SWABY SMITH’S PARTY. 

Miss Swaby Smith’s “Party,” given for her fellow 
members on 1st instant, was the first of our social gatherings 
for the year. There could be no more genial hostess, ancl 

Indeed, 
her duties as hostess were no sinecure as a large number 
of London members and her own personal friends attended. 
The guests appeared to enjoy to  the full the good things 
provided, and many were the appreciative remarks wc 
overheard on the kindness of their hostess, and the beauty 
of the flower-filled rooms. In  this connection, too, we would 
thank the members for the wealth of exquisite flowers 
they left at headquarters that afternoon-a regular Spring 
Festival they made to usher in the longer days with their 
sunshine and blossoming. Only in a few cases were we 
able to  discover who were the donors of all this loveliness, 
and so we ask them now to accept our most appreciative 
thanks for the beauty that they left us to  enjoy. It has 
been a source of very real enjoyment to evcryone in thc 
club. 

. to  each guest she extended a warm welcome. 

LECTURE ON BLOOD PRESSURE. 
On Friday, February 25th, at 3 p.m., Dr. Halls Dally 

will give a lecture at Headquarters on “ Blood Pressure,” 
and we hope that there will be a large attendance, as the 
subject is a very interesting one, and no doubt Dr. Dally 
will give a great deal of information very useful to nurscs. 

‘6 BRING AND BUY SALE.” 
On the same date, a t  2 pm., we propose having a little 

c(  Bring and Buy Sale ” in aid of the Helena Benevolent 
J?und. At present, from this fund, we are making grants 
to a larger number of sick nurses than usual, and we wish 
to give to  them all the help that we can. “ The Helens ” 
has become almost like some living entity to our sick folk, 
and also there are those who regard i t  much in the same 
way when they wish to bring comfort to their colleagues. 
It is a kind of I‘ well of healing ” that never goes dry, for, 
if the Committee make a raid upon its bank balance a t  one 
meeting such as almost to  exhaust it, with thc help iron1 
the members and a few dividends it turns up again a t  the 
next meeting ready to  meet the claims that are thcrc. A 
little effort a t  short intervals we like to make, however, to 
help it in its work, and it is with this purpose in view that 
we have arranged for a small sale on a date when members 
will be at headquarters. The prices are to be very 
moderate, and the plan of those promoting the effort is 
that each person who comes will bring one small gift alld 
buy one. We have already received some pretty and USC- 
ful things, as well as promises of home-made cakes and 
sweets and jam. AS a result, we hope to  have a nice little 
cheque to  hand into the Committee at its next meeting, 
enough perhaps to cover that month‘s grants. 

It is at such functions that wc realise the value of th(3 
“House Beautiful,” in wbich it is possible to enjoy com- 
radeship in delightful surrounclings, 

AN ODD CONCEPTION OF T H E  ETHICS OF 
NUMBERS, 

Last month we published for the information of our 
Members, letters which had passed between the Ministry 
of Health and the Association. Since then a considerable 
correspondence has appeared in The Times after the publi- 
cation of a letter from Miss Silverthorne. The following 
letter was sent from the Association, as it seemed desirable 
to make certain details clear in regard to  the position 
adopted by our Executive Committee and confirmed by 
the Council of the Association. 
To the Editor of The Ti9iics. 
SIR, 

Miss Silverthorne’s letter in your issue of January 31st 
does not quite clearly indicate the position adopted by 
this Association to  the Inter-Departmental Committee on 
the Kursing Services. Both before the issue of the final 
list of appointments to that Committee and also after the 
debate in the House of Commons on December 3rd on the 
Local Authorities (Hours of Employment in connection 
with Hospitals and Institutions) Bill, this Association, 
which was the first organisation of nurses to be incorporated 
by Royal Charter, pressed for direct representation on the 
Inter-Departmental Committee both for itself and for 
other organisations of nurses. This justifiable request 
was refused. Later whcn the Association was asked to 
prepare a Memorandum for the consideration of the Inter- 
Departmental Committec, thc Executive Committee ,Of 
thc Association came to the clccisioii that as (owing to Its 
exclusion from representation 011 the IntepDepartmental 
Committee) it was not in the positioii to participate in the 
discussion and decisions arising, such a memorandum would 
prove of little practical value in so far as the policy of the 
Association is conceriied. It might, incleecl, readily !cad 
to misunderstandings in view of the fact that SO little 
cxpert nursing opinion is available on the Inter-DePart- 
mental Committee in comparison with the weight. of 
?pinions of those who, however good and altruishc thal 
Intentions, have not undergone thc csperience fro? Which* 
from the nurse’s standpoint, expert opillioll can arm. 

3 am, etc., 
ISAIW, MACIIONLII~D. 

Secretary to the ~ o y a l  &j&h ~ 1 : v s e s  Association. 
IbllOWing upon this lcttcr there appeared onc from qs’ 

Rhir-Esh mainly concerned wit11 thc largc Mcmbershlp 
of the College of Nursing in relation to  its claim,to repre- 
sent nursing opinion. Superficially such a claim might 
appear justified to  the unenlightened reader, but for tbOsO 
who understand the position, the matter appears In a vey 
different light. It shows, this claim, that the College 
still resolved to  male capital out of its unredeemed @”ge 
of over twenty years ago-fic pledge that if a nurse loined 
the College of Nursing she wo~ld ,  automatically and withOu’ 
furthey fee have her name placed up011 thc State As vn@ when the Nurses’ liegistratioxi Bill bccame law. 
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